


Today, it is even more compelling.  Local newspapers, more than any other medium, start  
the conversation in communities throughout our country.  Although there are a growing number 
of aggregators, blogs, and other websites that summarize or expand upon content, newspapers 
and broadcasters remain the primary original sources of local news.  Yet local newspapers—the 
ones actually paying to produce original content—cannot draw upon local investments to support 
this journalism. Newspapers need investment to produce the credible content their communities 
deserve.  Without local content, other news outlets, from aggregators to national news 
organizations, suffer.   

There is an obvious solution to this: eliminate the cross-ownership ban.  The government 
should not prohibit a party from investing in newspapers just because it also has broadcast 
interests.  In fact, interested investors, such as civic leaders, likely share the same knowledge of 
and commitment to the community that the local newspaper does.  Lifting the cross-ownership 
ban will permit newspapers to engage in the full scope of investment possibilities and will lead to 
more and better content for all Americans.   
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Comments of Newspaper Association of America, MB Docket Nos. 14-50, 09-182, 07-294 
(Aug. 6, 2014) at 2-10 (demonstrating how cross-ownership has led to stronger local journalism 
across the country, from Atlanta to South Bend to Spokane). 
4 Prometheus Radio Project v. FCC, 373 F.3d 372, 299 (3d Cir. 2004). 
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